
EAST HUNSBURY 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Newsletter
7  November 2025th

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Dear Families

Welcome back everyone. I hope that you had a
nice half-term holiday. It’s now officially
Autumn 2 and we are back learning our new
topics and getting ready for, dare I say it…
Christmas. We’ve included our Christmas
Events later in the newsletter so that you know
when to pack the Christmas jumper, get ready
for the nativity or prepare for the party day.

Assembly and remembrance

The week started with an important assembly
all about remembrance. I led the usual
welcome back and reminder of our behaviour
expectations and then Rowena, from St
Benedict’s Church, came in to talk to us about
the importance of remembering. The children
learnt all about why we have Remembrance
Day, when it is and the meaning behind a
poppy. Did you know that the leaf of a poppy
should always be pointing to 11 o’clock to
represent the 11 o’clock on the 11th of
November when the peace treaty was signed. 
 

I was very impressed with how respectful our
children were during this assembly. 

Football – County Championships

Just before the holiday a group of KS2 children
represented the school at a football
tournament at Moulton College. They were
amazing and played brilliantly as a team. Their
conduct and effort was second to none. So
much so – they never lost a game which means
that they are now through to the County
Championships in January! Well done
everyone. 

More sport… Year 3 House Intersports 

Thursday was a very exciting day in school – it
was our first Interhouse Sports Competition
and it was the turn of Year 3 and Purple class
from The Hive! They took part in a Dodgeball
tournament, expertly organised by Coach
Cook and Mrs Wardell. Throughout the
tournament demonstration of our school
values and rules earnt children Proud Points
but then the overall winners claimed the
House Points. Well done to Whittlewood who
were the overall champions but a huge
congratulations to every child that took part
and showed their very brilliant best!

Well done to the Play Leaders for supporting
the teachers with the organisation and
delivery of this event.

1st: Whittlewood
2nd: Harlestone
3rd: Salcey
4th: Everdon



Ms Pennington

Cross Country 

Even more sporting success – this week 18 children across KS2 took part in a cross-country event.
This is the first time we have participated in this competition and the children did brilliantly. Year
4 is the year group to watch for future runners with Erik coming 20  out of over 100 children.
Whatever their result they crossed the line with a smile on their face and we are very proud of
their resilience. 

th

School Parliament

I am very lucky to be leading the school parliament this year. In our first week, they were given
the questions: What do you like about school and what do you not like about school? It was
wonderful to hear how much they loved their lessons, the trips and equipment in school. We will
now be focusing on the things that they did not like, for example, people breaking things or the
hall floor not being cleaned after lunchtime. Pupil voice is very important and I am privileged to
be able to change these things for the better for our children. 

Their next question to ask their class was about safety – what makes them feel safe or unsafe. I
will be listening carefully to these responses.

That’s it for this week – it is a long term running up to Christmas but an exciting one. Please know
that my door and email is always open if you ever have any questions or concerns but also I have
amazing leaders who can also help you:

Miss Rachael Stryjek – EYFS leader – stryjekr@easthunsburyprimary.org 
Miss Megan Clancy – Years 1 and 2 leader – clancym@easthunsburyprimary.org
Mrs Cath Wardell – Years 3 and 4 leader – wardellc@easthunsburyprimary.org
Mr Alex Kemp – Years 5 and 6 leader – kempa@easthunsburyprimary.org

 

Have a nice weekend.

mailto:stryjekr@easthunsburyprimary.org
mailto:clancym@easthunsburyprimary.org
mailto:wardellc@easthunsburyprimary.org
mailto:kempa@easthunsburyprimary.org


REMEMBRANCE EVENT

Mrs Landeman and Miss Stryjek took a small group of children to Hunsbury Library on Thursday to lay
poppies for Remembrance Day.



Whole school average attendance this week was

We are aiming to be at 96% + every week.

94.96%

Attendance News

Weekly Attendance Year Group Weekly Attendance

Reception 94.91% 1 95.56%

2 95.47% 3 95.82%

4 91.44% 5 95.18%

6 96.70%

We cannot authorise holidays
during term time so please do
not book them.

How to report your child's absence

Call: 01604 677971 Email: absence@easthunsburyprimary.org

5527

We're delighted that our application to the Tesco Community Grants Scheme has
been successful! You will need to make a purchase of any value in a TESCO store
and add the blue token to the Community Grant Scheme box in the Tesco store.
You will receive one token per transaction and it's not necessary to purchase a
carrier bag in order to receive a token. The project with the highest number of blue
token votes across our region will receive £1,500, the second placed project
£1,000, and the third placed project £500. We will be putting the money we are
awarded towards the Changemakers quiet shaded area on the playground.

Abington Express, 348 Wellingborough Rd NN1 4EX
East Hunsbury Express, Butts Rd, NN4 0UE
Northampton South, Clannell Rd, NN4 0JF

You can vote for EHPS in the following TESCO stores:

Northampton 13-15 Abington St, NN1 2AN 
Northampton St Edmunds Express,
Portland Pl, Wellingborough Rd, NN1 4DR

WE NEED YOUR TOKENS!!!
YOU CAN VOTE UNTIL 

31  December 2025st

mailto:absence@easthunsburyprimary.org


The Scholastic Book fair will be in school from 12th - 14th November from 3.30pm each day
and during Parents' Evening (access via the front office). You’ll be able to browse over 200 of
the books your children really want to read, from award-winners and new releases to beloved
favourites and bestsellers, all at amazing prices. Plus, for every book bought, you help to earn
FREE books for our school! You can pay with cash or securely online at the fair (you will need
to bring your phone and payment card with you).

fairBOOK



Reception Places September 2026

Click here to book a tour at East
Hunsbury Primary School.

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition

10th September 2025            

31st October 2025 - Midnight                  

2nd March 2026                         

Online Applications close

Online Applications open

National Offer Day

10th September 2025
15th January 2026 - Midnight
16th April 2026

Online Applications open

Online Applications close

National Offer Day

This year the play leaders will be supporting the Sports Coach, Mr Cook and PE Lead, Mrs
Wardell, helping children in KS1 and Reception at lunchtime play, engaging them in activities
and teaching them new games.

The Play Leaders will support our annual sports days and help with intra-school competitions
across the year, promoting physical health and being and raising the profile of PE. 

our future leaders
Play Leaders

These are are play leaders from across the school: Justin, Maizey, Adam, Celina, Colin, Millie,
Sophie, Olivia-Grace, Luisa.

This newsletter focuses on all the amazing events, clubs and groups that families, children and
young people can access across the county that are free or affordable to attend.

Click here for West Northamptonshire’s Newsletter

 November Issue

https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=88&Itemid=1091
https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=88&Itemid=1091
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/XjtmGhfsKgBFTcOa?ref=email


EHPS HOUSE POINTS TOTALISER

This week

Grand total

359

1742
275

1667

225
1338

168
1406

This includes chocolate spreads
which contain nuts and sushi

which has sesame seeds

SCHOOL SEED FREE

WE ARE A



Bottle of
wine/alcohol

Jam

Mince Pies

Chocolates
Sweets

Selection box

Notebook
and pen

Christmas
Pudding

Crisps/snacks
Panettone

Chutney Non alcoholic
drink

Popcorn

Christmas cake

Hot
Chocolate Hand wash

Cheese
straws

MUFTI FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER
The Friends of EHPS ask you to donate an item to be part of a
Christmas Hamper. The hampers will then be raffle prizes.
Winning tickets will be drawn at our Christmas Fete on
Saturday 6th December 2025.

In exchange for these items, your child can come to school in
mufti clothes on Friday 28th November. 

Lists will be put up on outside classroom windows for you to sign up. If you don't sign up, please
do still bring in something from the list. Please check the sell by dates. If you donate alcohol
this must be handed to a member of staff by an adult.

 Christmas
Pulling Crackers

Savoury
biscuits/crackers

Sweet
biscuits

Scented
Candle





Click here to
find out

more

Top on how to keep your child
healthy at school this winter  

Make sure your child is up to date with their
vaccinations

Remind your child of basic hygiene measures

T IPS

If your child would like school Christmas
lunch, please order on School Grid by 9am

on Wednesday 10th December.

Remember to nominate your child for a
shout out if they have done something
amazing – then we can put them into
our newsletter. 

We are supporting the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal. You can come to the school office before
or after school with your child to purchase items
or send money into school so your child can
make a donation during the day.

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/top-tips-how-child-healthy-school/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/top-tips-how-child-healthy-school/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/top-tips-how-child-healthy-school/


Vaccines available

Measles, mumps and rubella (MMR)
Whooping cough
Flu for children aged between 2 and Year 11
COVID-19 for children in a clinical at-risk group
HPV vaccine for children from Year 8

For the first time the flu vaccine for 2-3 year olds is being offered in local pharmacies.

It is important to take up a vaccine as soon as it is offered for the best protection. However, if
your child has missed one, it is never too late to ask to catch up.

If you do have any questions or think your child may have missed a vaccine, speak to your GP or
health visitor. They can address any concerns and guide you through the vaccination schedule.

Visit Vaccinations Integrated Care Northamptonshire for more information and local booking
and walk-in opportunities.

Make sure your child is protected this winter

We know protecting your child’s health from
serious disease is incredibly important.

That is why the NHS offers free vaccines to
safeguard against illnesses like measles,
whooping cough and flu.

Such infections can have a huge impact on your
child’s life. They can miss out on school, be
hospitalised, and even experience life-long
complications.

Vaccines work by causing the immune system to
remember the specific infection
targeted in each vaccine. If your child comes into
contact with an infection their body
will recognise it and quickly respond to fight it
off.

Did you know you can also
follow us on Instagram?

https://www.icnorthamptonshire.org.uk/vaccinations
https://www.instagram.com/easthunsburyprimaryschool/




17.12.25   Walk in Wednesday 2 - Christmas 08:30-9:00 Classroom

21.01.26 Walk in Wednesday 3 - Reading  08:30-9:00 Classroom

11.03.26  Walk in Wednesday 4 - Easter Crafts 08:30-9:00 Classroom

29.04.26 Walk in Wednesday 5 - Reading 08:30-9:00 Classroom

24.06.26 Walk in Wednesday 6 - Science 08:30-9:00 Classroom 

Walk in Wednesday dates 

Who works at East Hunsbury
Primary School? Meet the TeamHello!

My name is Mr. Clarke, and I am in my seventh year of teaching at EHPS. I am incredibly
honoured to have worked at this wonderful school for so long—time truly flies!

Currently, I teach Year 5 and am the Science lead. I believe that learning is about providing as
many opportunities as possible in life. My goal is to teach children the importance of success
and to encourage a strong growth mindset — believing in themselves, working hard, and always
showing kindness. I feel very fortunate to have witnessed so many children grow and thrive at
EHPS, which is one of the many reasons I love teaching so much.

In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my family, especially my wife, whom I married this
April, and our cat, Barney. I have a passion for various sports and enjoy reading biographies of
athletes to learn about their lives. However, I also love reading children's books; I am currently
reading The Fate of Podkin One-Ear by Kieran Larwood, who we were very lucky to have met as
part of our RED October this year.

A fascinating fact about me is that when I was 10 years old, clowns from a circus taught me
how to juggle!

Click here to
read the FEHPS
Chair’s Report

https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/files/132/FEHPS/3783/Chairs-report-2025.pdf
https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/files/132/FEHPS/3783/Chairs-report-2025.pdf
https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/files/132/FEHPS/3783/Chairs-report-2025.pdf


Who’s
been

this
week?brilliant



28.11.25 Donations for Christmas Hampers

18.12.25 Christmas Jumpers/Party Day No charge

13.03.26 Donations for Chocolate Hampers

20.03.26 Wear odd socks for World Down Syndrome Day No charge

27.03.26 Autism Awareness Day - Wear Bright Colours No charge

21.05.26

UN Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and
Development – wear something/colours which

reflects your culture
No charge

16.07.26
Mufti for winning House

(winning House announced on 13  July)th
No charge

Mufti Days

Have you started a scrapbook to document your activities?How many have you completed?



3

2

4

1

Click here for more information

Visit our website for more online safety information

3

2

4

1

Click here for more information

Contents

WhatsApp

Age ratings

Online Roasting

Techosaurus

#weareEastHunsburyPrimarySchool   #wearebrilliant 

BE KIND WORK HARD BELIEVE

Advice for parents

Validate feelings

Spot the signs

Teach allyship

Encourage kindness

https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/files/143/E-Safety/3775/Online-Safety-Newsletter-Nov-2025.pdf
https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/parents/online-safety
https://www.easthunsburyprimary.org.uk/files/143/E-Safety/3776/Guiding-young-voices-to-make-a-difference-Bullying.pdf


Date Activity Time

NOVEMBER

w/c 10.11.25 Antibullying week

11.11.25 Reception Phonics Information Meeting 9.00am - 11.00am

12.11.25 Positive Noticing Day All day

12 & 13.11.25 Parents’ Evening (Mainstream including Nest) 3.50pm - 6.30pm

12.11.25 The Hive Parents’ Evening 3.50pm - 7.00pm

12.11 - 19.11.25 Bookfair After school

21.11.25 Yr 1 Trip 9.00 - 2.30pm

27.11.25 Yr 4 Ukuele Performance 2.45pm - 3.30pm

28.11.25 Mufti - Christmas Hamper Donations All day

29.11.25
Choir Singing at Hunsbury Festive Fair at Hunsbury

Library 2.00pm - 3.00pm

DECEMBER

02.12.25 Reception & Blue Trip All day

05.12.25 Yr 2 & Green Class trip 12.30 - 2.00pm

06.12.25 Christmas Fete 11.00am - 1.00pm

Below you will find all of the dates we know so far for the whole of the academic year. We hope
that these will support you in your family forward planning. As we are releasing these dates so far
in advance, they may change but if they do we will colour any additions or amendments in red so
that you can see them and communicate changes in advance. We do hope that you find this
useful. 

annual datesannual dates



08.12.25 Year 2 & Green Class Assembly 2.30pm - 3.30pm

09.12.25 Reception Nativity 10.00am - 11.00am

09.12.25 Year 5, Red &Yellow Class Trip All day

10.12.25 Reception Nativity 2.00pm - 3.00pm

11.12.25 iRock Concert 2.45 - 3.15pm

16.12.25 Year 1 Carols by Twinklelight 5.15pm - 6.15pm

17.12.25 Walk In Wednesday Christmas 8.30am - 9.00am

17.12.25 Year 6 & Yellow Christmas Carols & Crafts 2.00 - 3.15pm

17.12.25 End of term reports to families

18.12.25 Christmas Party Day (Christmas Jumpers and Lunch) All Day

19.12.25 END OF TERM

22.12.25 - 2.01.26 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

JANUARY

05.01.26 TRAINING DAY

15.01.26
Census Day 

All Reception, Yr 1 & Yr 2 Book school lunch via School
Grid

15.01.26 Yr 6 SATs Information meeting 4.30pm - 5.30pm

20.01.26 Yr 4 Multiplication Check information meeting 3.40pm - 4.40pm

21.01.26 Walk In Wednesday Maths 8.30am - 9.00am

27.01.26 Choir to Young Voices

30.01.26 Kindness Workshop - 52 Lives Morning



FEBRUARY

06.02.26 FEHPS Bingo Night 5.30 - 7.30pm

09.02.26 Year 3 & Purple Class Assembly 2.30 - 3.30pm

09.02 - 15.02.26 Childrens’ Mental Health Week

10 & 12.02.26 Year 6 Parents’ Evening 3.50pm - 6.30pm

10.02.26 Year 1 Phonics Test Information Meeting 3.30 - 4.30pm

16.02 - 20.02.26 HALF TERM

MARCH

4 & 5.03.26 Mainstream Parents’ Evening (not Yr 6) 3.50pm - 6.30pm

04.03.26 The Hive & Nest Parents’ Evening 3.50pm - 6.50pm

04.03 - 11.03.26 Bookfair After school

11.03.26 Walk In Wednesday Easter Crafts 8.30am - 9.00am

13.03.26 Mufti Day in exchange for Chocolate

16.03 - 22.03.26 Neurodiversity Week

19.03.26 iRock Concert 2.45 - 3.15pm

20.03.26 Odd Socks Day for World Downs Syndrome Day

21.03.26 Easter Cafe 11.00 - 1.00pm

23.03.26 Year 1 Class Assembly 2.30 - 3.20pm

23 or 24.03.26 Yr 5 Shakespeare Production

24.03.26 Yr 6 & Yellow Faith Tour All day

25.03.26 Reports go out to families



26.03.26 The Hive Show 9.30 - 10.30am

27.03.26
Autism Awareness Day - Wear Bright Colours

(No Charge) All Day

30.03 - 10.04.26 EASTER HOLIDAY

APRIL

22.04.26 Earth Day All Day

29.04.26 Walk in Wednesday Reading 8.30 - 9.00am

MAY

11 - 14.05.26 Yr 6 SATS Mornings

18.05.26 Year 5 and Yellow Class Assembly 2.30pm - 3.30pm

21.05.26
Census Day

All Reception, Yr 1 & Yr 2 Book school lunch via School
Grid

21.05.26
UN Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development –

wear something/colours which reflects your culture

25 - 29.05.26 HALF TERM

JUNE

01 - 12.06.26 Yr 4 Multiplication Check

04.06.26 Reception Sports Day 9.30 - 11.00am



08 - 12.06.26 Yr 1 Phonics Check

10.06.26 SU Sports Morning 9.30 - 11.30am

13.06.26 Northampton Carnival

16 or 17.06.26 Yr 5 NMPAT Festival

18.06.26 Year 6 Sports Day 1.30pm - 3.00pm

19.06.26 Class Photos All Day

22.06.26 Reception & Yr 6 Height & Weight checks Morning

22.06.26 Sports Day Year 1 9.30 - 11am

22.06.26 Sports Day Year 2 1.30 - 3pm

24.06.26 Walk In Wednesday Science 8.30am - 9.00am

25.06.26 Sports Day Year 3 9.30 - 11.00am

25.06.26 Sports Day Year 4 1.30 - 3.00pm

26.06.26 Careers Fair TBC

27.06.26
Whole School Summer Fayre (Country dancing &

Maypole by Years 2, 5, Purple & Yellow) 11.00 - 1.30pm

29.06 - 02.07.26 Yr 5 Bikeability



JULY

29.06 - 02.07.26 Yr 3 Residential Trip 
(2 nights per
class)

02.07.26 Yr 4 & Orange Class Assembly 2.30 - 3.30pm

03.07.26 Music Gala 5.30pm - 7.30pm

06.07.26 Reception & Blue Class Assembly 2.30 - 3.30pm

09.07.26 Yr 5 Sports Day 1.30 - 3.00pm

09.07.26 iRock Concert 2.45 - 3.15pm

14.07.26 Yr 6 Leavers’ Performance 6.00pm - 7.30pm

15.07.26 The Hive Yr 6 Leavers’ Assembly 9.30am-10.30am

15.07.26 Yr 6 Leavers’ Performance for toddlers to attend 5.00pm - 6.30pm

15.07.26 End of year reports go to families

16.07.26 Mufti for winning House

16.07.26 Year 6 Leavers’ Party 7.00pm - 9.00pm

17.07.26 Mainstream Yr 6 Leavers’ Assembly 10.00 - 11.00am

17.07.26 END OF TERM






